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their headdes, then are they undoutedly, eyther noble men or
principall gentlemen in favor with the kinge.
[f. 4v] They have knives crooked like a side made of yron,
with which they will carve most excellentlye, both in wood and
bone. They doe make a kinde of Trumpett of Oliphantes teeth,
which they use in the warres, where in they marche with 3 or 4
in a ranke.
They have a kinde of dromme which they make of skinnes &
wycker.
They doe allso make shieldes of thicke skynnes of beastes,
layde in sault and compassed to the purpose with styckes, which
beinge dried are very stronnge and defensible.
Their weapons are dartes headded with iron with a blade ii
ringers broade, and haulf a foote longe, that is fastend with
sockett.
They have also short bowes stronnge with the barke of trees,
of haulf an inche brode, but the arrowes are above a yarde longe,
nocked and headded the moste parte of them with sylver. There
is no force of their arrowes within a stones cast of them, and you
may putt them by with a staffe or a sticke.
Their Auncient in the warres is a horsetayle, with a glasse or
peece of christall in some of them. The haire beinge died with
sundry collours.
Note.
There was given to the Capten Champion of Newhaven in
Fraunce for one of those tayles, a hundred peeces of silver. And
a peece is viii ounces as he said he had hearde.
They have short brode swordes of blacke yron of the length
very neere of a yarde, which is edged thicker then the backe of
any of our backe swoordes.
Note.
The people are of growth tall and thicke, like Turkes with
their faces and skinnes very red, but many of them painted with
sundry coloures. They are very'swyft of foote the haire of their
heades is shaven or cutt1 in sundry spaces, and the rest of their
haire is traced.
1 'shutte'. Calthorpe MS. 162, f. i6iv.